
                                                                   Phone
9392055

Title 2022 Senior Syndicate Newsletter Term 3

Thursday, 28 July 2022

 

Waterloo School Senior Syndicate

Years 5 and 6

Newsletter Term 3 2022
 

Kia ora and greetings everyone

Welcome to Term 3!  We hope that your child/ren all had a well-earned break and are energised for a new term at
school.  We look forward to another action-packed term of activities, events and learning opportunities! 

Our  School Values

              
Be Responsible/Kia Takohanga:

Engaged - Right thing, Right time, Right place.        
Independent - on my own.
Considerate - your actions affect others.
Think about others.

 Show Respect/Kia Manawaroa:

Respect yourself.
Respect others.
Respect the environment.

 Have Resilience/Kia Ngana:

Courage - be brave.
Perseverance - keep going.
Self belief - I can do it.
Taking risks - being prepared to learn and give new things a go. 

 

Our  Active Learner Traits     



 

Classroom Programmes

Inquiry

Now that we are heading into Term 3 it might be timely to remind you that our Theme

for 2022 has been Resilience and each term we have explored and reflected on this

rich concept through the context of Te Whare Tapa Wha (the 4 sided house) which

teaches us about the 4 dimensions of well-being - 
Taha Tinana (physical wellbeing)     - Term 1
Taha Hinengaro (mental wellbeing) - Term 2
Taha Wairua (spiritual well being)   - Term 3
Taha Whānau (family wellbeing)     - Term 4

As it is important for each wall of a house to be strong, so too, we need to make sure

that our 4 walls of well being are strong so we can be healthy, happy and resilient! 
 

Taha Wairua:

Taha Wairua is about the things that give you meaning.  It is about learning to celebrate your own story: who you
are, what you believe, where you belong and where you’re going. Knowing yourself makes you powerful.  Having a
strong sense of what you like, think, and believe gives you the confidence to make your own voice heard.

Taken from Ministry of Social Development

Our students will continue to explore and develop their understanding and use of positive health mind skills that will
help support them to be confident and connected, actively involved, life long learners. 

Literacy
Students will be using a structured literacy approach in their reading programme, to develop strong foundations for
reading and spelling. We will focus on phonics (the sounds that letters make, blending sounds etc) and phonological
awareness (ability to hear and manipulate sounds. e.g. identifying rhyming words, identifying sounds they hear in a
word and isolating sounds). 

Students need to see the purpose for their reading and writing. They are now "reading to learn’’. This includes focusing
on developing the child’s understanding of texts (fiction and nonfiction) through a range of approaches including the
following: 



Questioning - building comprehension skills and understanding as they read.
Predicting
Finding and summarising information
Inferring
Making connections
Identifying main ideas in the text
Evaluating

In writing, the students will explore a range of ideas related to the following:

 What is the main purpose of our writing? Why do we write? What are we trying to achieve when we write? Who
are we writing for? 
Goal setting, giving the students some choice, identifying the skills of writing they want to improve on and the
types of writing they can do to help them achieve these goals.
Looking at what our next steps in writing are.

Some of the specific skills that will be taught are:

Planning and organising their ideas before they start writing.
Structuring their writing appropriately. 
Developing and elaborating on their ideas.
Continuing to develop sentence structure, such as writing short and long sentences as well as using a variety of
sentence openers. 
Developing and using paragraphs to group their ideas.
Editing and revising their writing to ensure it is accurate.
Adding descriptive detail to enhance their ideas.
Extending their vocabulary knowledge for reading and writing.
Spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Mathematics
The areas of math we will be focusing on this term are patterns and relationships and equations and expressions.
  Using letters and symbols provides a succinct and very precise way to write mathematical statements:

It provides us with a method for generalising from the patterns we observe. The patterns may be in the weather,
beads on a necklace, a photo or a cultural art design. The purpose is to be able to predict further repeats of the
patterns.
Algebra involves solving equations for unknown quantities and developing a rule to predict what will happen in a
range of situations. In many situations algebra, if not the only way to solve for an unknown, is certainly the most
efficient.
We will also focus on the symbols and equations we use to describe the world in maths terms. Students learn that
the equals sign does not mean "the answer" but is like a balance point in an equation, where both sides hold the
same value. 

Health and Physical Education
Ki O Rahi

In the first two weeks of Term 3, the students will be introduced to the game Ki-O-Rahi.

Ki-O-Rahi is a sport played in New Zealand with a small round ball called a ki. It is a fast paced game that
incorporates skills similar to rugby, netball and touch.

The game of Ki-O-Rahi stems from the Māori legend Rahitutakahina and Tiarakurapakewai. Ki-O-Rahi is a unique
sport as it originates from a story and demonstrates that the sport is more than a game. It is a tribute to te reo,
ancestors and the Māori culture. Ki-O-Rahi is often played during Matariki, the Māori new year.

Swimming 

We will be attending a swimming programme at the Huia Pool in weeks 5 and 6 of this term (Monday - Thursday). 
There will be 8 sessions in total across the 2 weeks.  (August 22 - September 2)

For the remainder of the term the students will practise their large ball skills in modified games called ‘Invasion’
games.

We will no doubt be following the Commonwealth Games with keen interest as well.  

Physical Education is part of our everyday learning programme. Students need to wear appropriate clothing and
footwear so that they can participate fully, give things a go and show resilience throughout these sessions.  If your
child is unable to participate, a note from home is required. 

Home Learning
Home learning is a personal choice for each child and depends on their needs and the needs of their family. Our main
priority at school is to encourage the life-long love of learning - especially reading. 

Students are expected to read at home everyday and are encouraged to choose books that will challenge them. This
may vary depending on your child’s reading skills. Some students will benefit from having books read to them instead.



As a parent or caregiver, here are ways you can help your child;

Listen to your child read, to check they stop at full stops.
Check that they scan words carefully and use their literacy skills to sound out unfamiliar words.
Ask questions to engage your child to think, use ‘how’ and ‘why’ to start your questions.
Summarise the key ideas with your child (ask "what happened in the story?” and discuss the order that they
happened). 
Make predictions about what you think might happen in the text.
Encourage your child to talk about what they have been reading and some of the things they have learnt.

If you are seeking further home learning opportunities, have a conversation with your child’s teacher. 

Classrooms
Students are allowed to enter the classrooms at 8.30am. Some students arrive at school before 8 o’clock. They are not
supervised by staff and some become very cold outside if they arrive at school too early. Fun Club is available for
before school care.

Correspondence
School Newsletters: All of our newsletters, notices and general communications are distributed directly to you
through Signmee. If you are not receiving school notices please ensure the office has your up to date email address. 

Seesaw: To inform our parents of their child’s learning across the curriculum, we use the student journal tool Seesaw.
Your child throughout the year will upload different pieces of their learning for you to view and comment on. Your
positive feedback and questions are very motivating.

Clothing
Please ensure that all clothing is named. When outside, students are required to have shoes on at all times for their
own safety. We are trying to keep a flow of air moving through the classrooms to meet health guidelines, so please
help your child to pack an extra warm layer in their school bag.

Participating and Contributing – COMMITMENT
If your child chooses an activity to participate in, then we expect a commitment from them for the rest of that term. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s classroom teacher.

 

Regards

 

Janice Karl, Glynnis Bell, Aimee Cunningham, Molly Lowndes, Ruby Leonard, Anna Thompson, Brooke
Morgan-Cameron, Paula Martin and Chris Cowman.

 

“Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.” - Chinese Proverb
 

Signature: [Optional]


